
President’s Message

Trying to decide what
to buy at Oktoberfest!

(Photo: Kevin Riley)

ÒThe trail is the thing, not the end of the trail. Travel too fast and you miss all you are traveling for.Ó        
Ð Louis LÕAmour

Hello to all and a happy 
new year.   If you’re reading this 
you’ve successfully made it past 
the winter solstice.  From now 
until June 21st  (at 5:45 am!) 
the days will be getting longer.  
When I moved to this part of the 
country twenty years ago I took 
to the northeastern hot, humid 
and lush summers like a duck to 
water.  There’s no more colorful 
place on earth in the fall.  In the 
spring we see life coming back 
to our trees and are renewed by 
it.  But winter…I hate it.  I’m not 
a fan of the cold.  I know, I know, 
this isn’t that cold.  I could be 
living in New England, the mid-
west or Alaska where the winters 
really show you who’s boss.  I 
was working on a commercial 
for Gateway Computers in South 
Dakota about ten years ago.  We 
were outside their plant trying 

wind was blowing.  I was fully 
clad for the weather and was still 

freezing. I turned to one of the 
local crew guys and said, “What 
about this weather?”

He replied, “Yeah, it’s really 
warmed up.”  He wasn’t joking.  
I knew then that I would pass on 
winters in South Dakota whenever 
possible.  As I write this I’m 
watching three or four squirrels 
that have made their home in our 
backyard.  They seem incredibly 
fat.  I don’t remember them 
being this fat last year.  They’re 
so fat I sometimes worry about 
their health.  I fantasize about 
them going to their doctor and 
having a discussion about their 
cholesterol.  Are their tiny hearts 
meant to handle all that extra 
weight?  Does their heft portend 
a colder and longer winter?   Or 
are they just becoming more 
successful at breaking into the 
birdfeeders?  

But I digress…
We’ve had a very successful 

six months since my last message.   

Our Breakfast in the Woods fed 
and entertained the citizens 
of Demarest as it has in past 
years. The photo contest was 
proof that there’s a substantial 
group of talented photographers 
in our community.  We awarded 
our annual scholarship to a 
deserving high school senior.  
We had a record-breaking 
turnout at our 5K Trail Run & 1 
Mile Trail Fun Run.  And we had 
another successful Craft Show 
at Oktoberfest, our 27th year, 
thanks in no small part to the 
hard work of Rich Van Buren, 
our trustees and members.

We’re able to do all of this 
because of the continued strong 
support of our membership.

Well, that’s all until June.  
Even though it’s cold out there, 
I think I’ll stop whining and go 
take a walk in the Nature Center.  
Thank you.

Kevin Riley
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Above: Sherry Diaz 5K Trail Run 
Female Winner

Below: Dario Cantatore 5K Trail 
Run Male Winner (Photos this 
page: John Goodwin)

We are grateful to all of our supporters.  Not everyone remembers 
to send us a check every year; these members have contributed in 
the past 12 months.  Please tell us if we accidentally omitted you.
The Aboudi Family, The Akdad Family,  Roz and Stuart Alpert, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Anderson, Lewis Attas, 
Brian and Youngmi Bailey, Patricia Barber, Ronald Barr, Dr. Joy Micale, Marie Battaglino, The Beucler 
Family,The Birch-Desai Family, Donald Bomeisl, The Bower Family, Albert and Susanne Brunell, John and 
Dorothy Buckley, The Buksbaum Family, Mr. & Mrs. Mark E. Byers, Delphine Carpenter, The Carson Family, 
Deborah Cechura, Diana and Marvin Chudnoff, Eugene C. Claeyssens, Mike and Charlotte Clarke, Anne 
Connolly, The Conti Family, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Corrado , Heather Cosgriff, The Cottrell Family, The Coy 
Family, The Cywinski Family, Dr. Philip A. D’Alesandro , The Danielson Family, William Day,Barbara and 
Richard Deragon, Winifred Derfus, Don and Barbara Di Novi, Mike and Sherry Diaz, Robert Dolan, Dr. 
Peter S. Dorenter, Mike and Kristin Downey, Beverly Drescher,  Helena Dubbiosi, The Endick Family, Naomi 
Epstein, Fernando Erazo, Gerald and Edith Escala, Alan and Sharon Field, The Foley Family, Lawrence 
and Susan Delaney Frank,Dr. Bruce Freund, Drs. Sharon and Kenneth Fried, Paul Fung, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert 
Gallen, Dr. & Mrs. Frank J. Galtieri, Margaret Gartland, Vincent and Diana Geraci, Fred and Donna Giannetti, 
Corrine Gibson, Robert R. Gioia, The Gonzalez Family, John Goodwin , Dr. Jutta Greweldinger, Joel and 
Mary Hamilton, The Haskal Family, Suzanne Haviv, Dr. & Mrs. Arthur P.Hays , Leon and Rita Hillman, 
Eva Holzer, Dennis and Yilan Hsu, The Hubschman Family, Rosemary Hunt, Melinda J.Iannuzzi , Kumiko 
Ishikura, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jahn, Warren and Barbara Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Kabakow, Robert Kashan, 
Kashan Robert, John Kashwick, Timothy and Lydia Ke, Kwangsuk Kim, Deborah King, Dr. & Mrs. Richard 
and Dorcas Koenigsberger ,  Joseph and Paula Kolacia, Margaret Kristensen, Sam Lee, Mark and Sunhi 
Lee, Yong and Seung Lee, Max and Ellen Leimgruber , Michael J. Lendino, Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Lessieu, 
The Levine Family, William and Eileen Lewis, George and Irini Lilikas , Mr. & Mrs. Lino Linteris, Mr. & Mrs. 
Alfred Lora, Steven and Linda Lorras, Roderick and Lucia MacKenzie, Michael B. and Judith Maisel, The 
Manfredonia Family, Mr. & Mrs. James McGahren, George L. Meyer, Christian and Hwa Soon Meyer, Emily 
Mikulewitz, Mr. & Mrs. Norman Miller, The Molina Family, The Molnar Family, Richard and Rosemarie Motta, 
Blanche Muller, Laura M. Neeter, Laura M. Neeter , Michael and Viola Nemeth, Irwin K. and Lorraine Nissen,  
Linda Nociti, Dr. Daniel Ochs and Arlene Spark, Ron Lieberman and Susan Oliff-Lieberman,  Richard and 
Cathy Olsen , Suzanne Ornstein, Fredrick and Edna Ortega, Yolande Osowski, The Papantonis Family, Peter 
Scanlan & Victoria Pero , Thomas and Patricia Perog. Mr. & Mrs. Michael Perrotti, Fred and Robin Pierce, Mr. 
& Mrs. Thomas Pirie, Edgar & Luisa Pittaluga, John and Lourdes Reinke, The Reitsema Family, Ruth Anne 
Rempe, Kevin Riley, Cathie Roberts, Angela G. Rodin, The Rosal-Avianto Family, Dr. & Mrs. John Ross, 
Amy Rossman, The Rotile Family, Carol C. Ruderman, Dom & Mary Rutigliano, Gail Rutigliano, Stephen 
Sapontzis, Dr. & Mrs. Stuart and Marilyn Schiffman, The Schweitzer Family, Albert and Cynthia Shachar, 
Paul and Helen Siegel, Elaine A. Silvia, Peter and Marianna Simpson, Mildred Singer, The Singer Family, 
Margaret Slaven, Wayne and Leslie Smith, Allen and Myrna Soast, Joseph & Janet Sorkin, Albert Sproul, 
Donald and Judith Stavis, Dr. & Mrs. William and Deborah Stegmayer, Joan Stein, Junius Stephenson, 
The Stern Family, Robert and June Stoll, Harry and Jean Strickholm, Bill Strohmeyer, Harvey and Mimi 
Strum,  Narasinh and Meena Tamhankar, Jacquelyn Tintle, Madeline Truninger, Benjamin and Carol Tycko, 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Vadala, The Vallejo Family, Richard and Clair Van Buren, Aram Varteresian, Stephen 
Wadsworth, Grace Walsh, Gary Wasserman, John and Jane Westervelt, The Wolfmann Family, Kyoung Soo 
Won, Mia Woo, Nancy S. Woods, Mark T. Wright, Gad Yahalomi, The Yiengpruksawan Family, David and 
Amy Zagin, Olga Zanussi, Robert Zenorini

Our Members!
Demarest Nature News

Thank You!

Lauren Carley (NVRHS) 
is currently studying biology at Reed College. 
Reed College is a private, independent, 
liberal arts college located in southeast 
Portland, Oregon. Founded in 1908, Reed 
is a highly selective four-year residential 
college with a campus located in Portland’s 
residential Eastmoreland neighborhood. 
Reed is distinctively known for its mandatory 
freshman Humanities program, as the only 
private undergraduate college with a nuclear 
reactor supporting its science programs, 
and for the unusually high percentage of 
graduates who go on to earn PhDs and 
other postgraduate degrees.

Introducing Our 2008 Scholarship Recipient
How to Apply

The one-year, $1,000 Environmental 
Scholarship is for a high school 

senior planning to study the 
environment.  The applicant must 
be: a resident of Demarest; or a 
member of the nature center; or 
attending either Northern Valley 

R.H.S. at Demarest or Academy of 
the Holy Angels.  A 150-word essay 
is required.  Applications must be 
postmarked by May 1.  Details are 
available from guidance counselors 
or at www.demarestnaturecenter.org



Volunteers from the Korean WomanÕs PTO
(Photos this page: John Goodwin)

We just want to send out 
a thank you to the individuals and 
organizations that support the nature 
center with their “sweat equity”.  With 
our busy schedules these days it takes 
a lot to get out onto the trail and do 
some muscle work.  Picking up trash, 
clearing the path, clearing downed 
trees from the trails, repairing bridges, 
and cutting back the overgrowth are 
all part of the job…and fun.

Our  Maintainers!

Sadly we say not good-bye 
but au revoir to four of our board 
members.  Amita Birch-Desai a past 
vice president, Anita Gonzalez a 
two-time Easter Bunny at out annual 
Easter Egg Hunt, Sue Ellen Endick our 
corresponding secretary in 2008, and 
Patty Rotile who has been our school 
liaison since 2003.  Patty has been 
responsible for creating and producing 
all of the school programs the Nature 
Center sponsors each year.  I’m sure 
we’ll be seeing our four friends at 
upcoming events, when their schedules 
permit, and I’ve assured them there will 
always be a “Former Board Member” 
badge waiting for them.

Trail Name Maintainer
Nine Bridges Trail Cub Scout Troop 270
Gus StumppTrail Boy Scout Troop 101
Log Road Trail NVRHS at 
 Demarest Earth Club
Tenakill Brook Trail Demarest Girl Scouts
D Loop Demarest Girl Scouts
Stelfox Trail The Endick Family
Dogwood Trail The Endick Family
Connecting Trails The Riley/Stern Family
Trestle Bridge Trail The Cottrell Family

We Would like to put 
out a big “Thank You” for a 
very generous contribution to 
the Demarest Nature Center 
Association from the Michael 
Robertson Charitable Foundation.  
Their contribution made it possible 
to hire Naturalist Marc Gussen 
to assist us in identifying trees 
on the Gus Stumpp Loop and 

We completed an initial pass last 
summer and are planning to go 

job.   Keep an eye out for the tags 
the next time you take a hike on 
the Gus Stumpp Trail.

Tree ID Tags!Au Revoir……

Our sincere thanks to the 
many people who made our annual 
fund-raising event, the Craft Fair at 
Oktoberfest, a big success. Thanks to 

works departments, mayor, and council; 
the Korean Women’s PTO; and the 
United Methodist  Church. Thanks also 
to everyone who baked goodies for the 
bake table and those who volunteered to 
help at the event.  We’d also like to thank 
all those trustees, past and present plus 
all the members of the Nature Center who 
gave up their Saturday to make another 
successful Oktoberfest.  We’re on the 
constant lookout for new & interesting 
crafters so if you know anyone who 

our website for more information. 

Below: Multi-generational fun at Oktoberfest

 Thanks for Making Oktoberfest a Big Success
Demarest Nature News
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Board of Trustees

Kevin Riley
President / Newsletter Editor

Rich Van Buren
 Vice-President

Ed Pittaluga
Treasurer

Marianna Simpson
Recording Secretary

Sue Ellen Endick
Corresponding Secretary

Patty Rotile
School Liaison

Ray Cywinski
Borough Liaison

Irfan Akdag
Amita Birch-Desai

Toni Dolan
Anita Gonzalez

Mark Mernia
Ted Piltzecker

Kwang Suk Kim
William Stegmayer

We’re on the Web! 
www.demarestnaturecenter.org 

Email: 
info@demarestnaturecenter.org 
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DEMAREST NATURE CENTER ASSN.
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www.demarestnaturecenter.org

January 8th  The public 
is invited to the annual 
reorganization meeting 
of the Demarest Nature 
Center Association 
on Thursday Jan. 8th, at 
7:30pm at the Wakelee 
Field House.  There will 
be a brief report on 2008 

and the election of trustees, 
followed by refreshments.  
All are welcome.

Impromptu skating 
parties will be held at 
the skating pond by the 
Imaginative Playground 
in January and February, 
weather permitting.  We’ll 
supply the hot chocolate 
and other refreshments.  
Keep an eye out for the 
sign on the railroad station 
information board.  You can 
also check the website for 
information. 

March 7th Birdhouse and 
bird feeder building in the 
train station, 11am session 
and a 1pm session.

              What’s Happening This Winter & Spring!

Once again we have the distinct pleasure to 
make use of the youth & strength of three seniors from 
NVRHS-Demarest as they participate in their Senior 
Service for the Demarest Nature Center this June.  

Three seniors will be selected to clear and put 
down wood chips on the Nature Center’s trails.  They 
will experience the utter joy of picking up trash from the 
smallest gum wrapper to the ever-present abandoned 
shopping cart.  They will clear the Tenakill Brook of  
garbage as well as remove downed trees and other 
blockages of  the water way. 

Nature Center volunteers will supervise the precarious 
chores, while the more mundane tasks will rely on the 
student’s ability and maturity to work independently.

April 4th Easter egg hunt, 
2pm, at the Imaginative 
Playground in Wakelee 
Field. Rain date, April 5th.

April 25th Spring Nature 
Walk followed by Volunteer 
Day, 9:30am departing 

   Senior Service

from the parking lot by the 
Imaginative Playground.  
Rain date, April 26th.

May 30th Deadline 
for Photo Contest 
submissions, see our 
website for more info. 

Mike Sinatra serenades at the Breakfast in the Woods
(Photo: Kevin Riley)


